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contempt of flattery has been highly commended, but seems,

vhen viewed in connection with the rest of his character,

deserve no commendation.

8. It is possible to be below flattery as well as above it.

)ne who trusts nobody will not trust sycophants. One

vho does not value real glory will not value its counterfeit.

1 is creditable to Charles's temper that, ill as he thought of

lis species, he never became a misanthrope. He saw little

n men but what was hateful. Yet he did not hate them.

tfay, he was so far humane that it was highly disagreeable

o him to see their sufferings or to hear their complaints.

9. This, however, is a sort of humanity which, though

jniable and laudable in a private man whose power to

lelp or hurt is bounded by a narrow circle, has in princes

>ften been rather a vice than a virtue. More than one

veil-disposed ruler has given up whole provinces to rapine

md oppression, merely from a wish to see none but happy
aces round his own board and in his own walks.

10. No man is fit to govern great societies who hesitates

ibout disobliging the few who have access to him for the

ake of the many whom he will never see. The facility of

Charles was such as has perhaps never been found in any
nan of equal sense. He was a slave, without being a dupe.

Worthless men and women, to the very bottom of whose
learts he saw, and whom he knew to be destitute of affec-

ion for him and undeserving of his confidence, could easily

wheedle him out of titles, places, domains, state secrets,

,nd pardons.

11. He bestowed much
;
yet he neither enjoyed the pleas-

Lre nor acquired the fame of beneficence. He never gave
pontaneously ; but it was painful to him to refuse. The
onsequence was, that his bounty generally went, not to

hose who deserved it best, nor even to those whom he
iked best, but to the most shameless and importunate suit-

>r who could obtain an audience.

12. The motives which governed the political conduct


